
Summary  

 

 

Vinko Šaina – a painter of light  

 

When dealing with a retrospective insight into someone’s oeuvre, it is necessary to point out or at least 

assume the origins, causes, connections, stimulations and all those material, energetic and spiritual 

lines of force that, if they do not constitute it, than at least have an impact on the final result, on the 

work itself. 

In the case of Vinko Šaina, an artist from Labin, Istria, Croatia with international reputation and 

professional references, important are precisely the first two elements in the list – Labin and Istria.  

Labin in Istria is Šaina’s punctum fixum (stronghold, support) and punctum saliens (axis, essence).  

The context of blood and soil (H. A. Taine), origins and homeland, came into existence only with 

postmodernism, which abandoned the internationalist model of depriving the artist of a significant part 

of his/her local, national and/or traditional identity. It would have been very difficult to explain the 

phenomenon and being of Vinko Šaina in the era of high modernism through the art methodology and 

critical instruments valid at the time. … 

…Through the amalgamation of the perceptible and the surmised, the real and the imagined, the 

infinite in the finite, the uncertain in the certain and the invisible in the visible, in a playful search for 

inner visions and relative views, for the image of God and for the divine in human beings, what has 

been created is poetry of a higher order, autochthonous and authentic. It is the poetry of heaven and 

earth, the human and the divine in all of us. It is, at the same time, a type of poetry that only a person 

of a complete and unspoiled artistic and human integrity could have produced.  

Kazimir Malevich, one of the greatest painters of the 20th century, an artist who was the first to bring 

the reductionism principle to its absolute minimum point (reductio ad absurdum), an artist whose 

religiosity did not fit the atheist and/or agnostic modernist concept, which was the reason why it was 

almost suppressed for decades, summarised the whole issue briefly, meaningfully and concisely, in 

just two sentences, in approximately 1915: “I am the beginning of everything for in my consciousness 

worlds are created. I search for God, I search within myself for myself.”  
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